
Troilus and Cressida 
Act II, sc. 2 (line 171) 

 
HECTOR 

Paris and Troilus, you have both said well, 

And on the cause and question now in hand 

Have glozed, but superficially: not much 

Unlike young men, whom Aristotle thought 

Unfit to hear moral philosophy: 

The reasons you allege do more conduce 

To the hot passion of distemper'd blood 

Than to make up a free determination 

'Twixt right and wrong, for pleasure and revenge 

Have ears more deaf than adders to the voice 

Of any true decision. Nature craves 

All dues be render'd to their owners: now, 

What nearer debt in all humanity 

Than wife is to the husband? If this law 

Of nature be corrupted through affection, 

And that great minds, of partial indulgence 

To their benumbed wills, resist the same, 

There is a law in each well-order'd nation 

To curb those raging appetites that are 

Most disobedient and refractory. 

If Helen then be wife to Sparta's king, 
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As it is known she is, these moral laws 

Of nature and of nations speak aloud 

To have her back return'd: thus to persist 

In doing wrong extenuates not wrong, 

But makes it much more heavy. Hector's opinion 

Is this in way of truth; yet ne'ertheless, 

My spritely brethren, I propend to you 

In resolution to keep Helen still, 

For 'tis a cause that hath no mean dependance 

Upon our joint and several dignities. 
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